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[Editor’s note: Due to the length of this article, it was 
necessary that I divide it into two parts. Part one was 
published in June 1, 2004, issue. Part two is here. The 
entire article may be found at this URL: http://
www.apologeticspress.org/rr/rr2002/r&r0201a.htm. This 
article will not be posted on our WebSite due to 
restrictions of the authors. However, this link will be 
posted so that our online readers can go to the article. 
These authors maintain a very informative WebSite. The 
publication of this article does not imply that we agree 
100% with its contents but I feel it is a very insightful 
study of the physical sufferings of the Lord Jesus Christ. It 
is printed here and in the June 1, 2004, issue for your 
perusal.] 

Nailing the Hands 

Were the gentle hands and feet of Christ truly 
pierced, or did ropes simply lash them to the 

cross? Ossuary findings document the fact that 
nailing was the preferred Roman practice 
(Haas, 1970; Tzaferis, 1970; Bromiley, 1979, 
1:829; Edwards, et al., 1986, 256:1459). 
Additionally, researchers have discovered a 
Jewish ossuary—bearing the Hebrew inscription 
“Jehohanan the son of HGQWL”—that 
contained a seven-inch spike piercing the 
remains of two heel bones, with a piece of olive 
wood at the point (Haas, 1970). Luke recorded 
for us Christ’s invitation to examine His hands 
and feet (Luke 24:39), which indicates the 
wounds Christ suffered were ones that could be 
identified easily. John’s written account is even 
more telling, as we learn that Thomas, one of 
the disciples, stated: “Except I shall see in his 
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THE TIME HAS COME THAT WE MUST BUILD A SCHOOL 
BUILDING IN THAILAND 

2 Kings 4:38 And Elisha came again to 
Gilgal: and there was a dearth in the land; 
and the sons of the prophets were sitting 
before him: and he said unto his servant, Set 
on the great pot, and seethe pottage for the 
sons of the prophets.  

2 Kings 6:1 And the sons of the prophets 
said unto Elisha, Behold now, the place 
where we dwell with thee is too strait for us.  

As I think of the Sovereign Grace 
Independent Baptist School of Theology in 
Thailand, the two verses above come to mind. 
In the first we see that Elisha was responsible 
for feeding the sons of the prophets who were in 

his school at Gilgal. In the second, we see that 
Elisha was also providing a place for them to 
live while they were in school. And, the number 
of students had grown to the point that they 
needed more room.  

During our last school term, November 2003-
February 2004, we were crowded in the chapel 
of the Hill Tribes Children Center. Though we 
were able to crowd into the room some of the 
students had a difficult time seeing the projected 
transparencies that we used most of every six-
hour school day. The overhead projector is very 
important since I print the transparencies in 
English and leave room so that Bro. Anond can 
(See SCHOOL BUILDING Continued Page 6) 
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(e.g., Barbet, 1953). The weight of the body 
would tear quite easily through the lumbricals 
and flexor tendons—breaking the metacarpal 
bones as the nails pulled free—allowing the 
body to fall to the Earth. However, in ancient 
terminology, the wrist was considered to be 
part of the hand (Barbet, 1953, p. 106; Davis, 
1965, p. 184; Major, 1999, 19:86). At the base 
of the wrist bones, the strong fibrous band of the 
flexor retinaculum binds down the flexor 
tendons. Iron spikes driven through the flexor 
retinaculum easily could have passed between 
bony elements and held the weight of a man. 
This location would require that the nail be 
placed through either: (1) the space between 
the radius and carpal bones (lunate and 
scaphoid bones); or (2) between the two rows of 
carpal bones (Barbet, 1953, p. 106; DePasquale 
and Burch, 1963, p. 434; Lumpkin, 1978; Netter, 
1994, p. 426).  

A spike driven through this location, however, 
almost certainly would cause the median nerve 
or peripheral branches to be pierced (see Figure 
2), resulting in a condition known as causalgia. 
The median nerve is a major nerve that passes 
directly through the midline of the wrist and 
services all but one-and-one-half of the muscles 
in the anterior portion of the forearm. It passes 
directly under the flexor retinaculum of the wrist 
as it supplies motor innervation to the three 
thenar (thumb) muscles and the first and 
second lumbrical muscles. This large nerve also 
provides sensory innervation to the palm, as 
well as to digits two and three in the hand. Any 
damage to this nerve would have caused 
extraordinary pain to radiate up the arm, then 
through the axilla, to the spinal cord, and finally 
to the brain. Primary arteries travel on the 
medial and lateral aspects of the wrist, and 
therefore would be spared if the spike had been 
driven into this location. [Scientific studies—
using volunteer college students—have shown 
that people suspended from crosses with their 
arms outstretched in the traditional manner 
depicted in religious art have little problem 
breathing (Zugibe, 1984, p. 9). Thus, the oft’-
quoted idea that death on the cross results from 
asphyxiation would be a factor only if the hands 
were nailed in an elevated fashion above the 
head of the victim.] And so, with His hands 

hands the print of the nails, and put my hand 
into his side, I will not believe” (John 20:25).  

Clearly, from the text we see that Christ’s 
hands and feet were nailed to the cross. 
Archaeological data indicate that the specific 
nails used during the time of Christ’s crucifixion 
were tapered iron spikes five to seven inches 
long with a square shaft approximately three-
eighths of an inch across (Haas, 1970; Tzaferis, 
1970; Clements, 1992, p. 108). Various studies 
have demonstrated that the bony palms cannot 
support the weight of a body hanging from them 
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firmly nailed to the cross and His back bleeding 
and emaciated, Christ was hoisted onto the 
rough-hewn, upright stake.  

Nailing the Feet 

The pain Christ must have experienced up to 
this point would have been excruciating, and yet 
the Roman soldiers were about to deliver even 
more. There were many ways to nail the feet to 
the stipes, but most required the knees to be 
flexed and rotated laterally. It is likely that the 
spikes were driven through either the: (1) 
tarsometatarsal joint (between the metatarsal 
bones and cuneiform bones); or (2) the 
transverse tarsal joint (between the calcaneus 
and cuboid or navicular bones). While this 
placement undoubtedly would prevent the 
bones of Christ’s feet from breaking, it 
nevertheless would cause severe injury to the 
deep peroneal nerve or lateral plantar nerve 
(and artery), and certainly would pierce the 
quadratus plantae muscle (Netter, 1994, p. 
509).  

It would not be uncommon by this time for 
insects to burrow into open wounds or orifices 
(such as the nose, mouth, ears, and eyes) of a 
crucified victim; additionally birds of prey 
frequently were known to feed off the tattered 
wounds (Cooper, 1883). It was in this position, 
with His precious blood seeping down the cross, 
that Christ uttered the amazing statement: 
“Father, forgive them; for they know not 
what they do” (Luke 23:34). 

 Breathing on the Cross 

Even though blood poured from His lacerated 
back, one major pathophysiological impairment 
Jesus faced during crucifixion was normal 
respiration (i.e., breathing). Maximum inhalation 
would have been possible only when the body 
weight was supported by the nailed wrists of the 
outstretched arms. When Christ first was lifted 
onto the splinter-covered surface of the cross, 
His arms and body were stretched out in the 
form of a “Y.” A momentary “T” position would 
be required to allow proper support for 
inhalation. Thus, in order to breathe He was 
required to lift His body using His nailed wrists 
for leverage. Exhalation would be impossible in 
this position, and the immense pain placed on 
the wrists quickly would become too great; 

therefore, Christ would have to slump back into 
a “Y” position to exhale. Jesus would be forced 
to continue alternating between the “Y” and “T” 
positions with every breath, trying all the while 
not to reopen the wounds He had received from 
the scourging. Fatigued muscles eventually 
would begin to spasm, and Christ would 
become exhausted from these repeated tasks, 
slumping permanently into the shape of a “Y.” In 
this position, chest and respiratory muscles 
soon would become paralyzed from the 
increased strain and pain. Without strength for 
breath, Christ’s body would begin to suffer from 
asphyxia.  

The True Passover Lamb 

The agony that Christ would experience on 
the cross was foretold in Psalm 22:  

“My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken 
me? Why art thou so far from helping me, and 
from the words of my groaning? O my God, I cry 
in the daytime, but thou answerest not; And in 
the night season, and am not silent. But thou art 
holy, O thou that inhabitest the praises of Israel. 
But I am a worm, and no man; A reproach of 
men, and despised of the people. All they that 
see me laugh me to scorn: They shoot out the 
lip, they shake the head, saying, ‘Commit thyself 
unto Jehovah; Let him deliver him: Let him 
rescue him, seeing he delighteth in him.’ I am 
poured out like water, And all my bones are out 
of joint: My heart is like wax; It is melted within 
me. My strength is dried up like a potsherd; And 
my tongue cleaveth to my jaws; And thou hast 
brought me into the dust of death. For dogs 
have compassed me: A company of evil-doers 
has enclosed me; They pierced my hands and 
my feet. I may count all my bones; They look 
and stare upon me. They part my garments 
among them, And upon my vesture do they cast 
lots.”  

As insects and dogs circled, and as 
passersby spat on Him, Christ—with blood 
dripping from the open wounds on His back and 
nail holes in His hands and feet—shouldered 
the sins of the world. As exposed nerves 
exploded into unbearable pain with each 
movement, and as His internal organs began 
failing due to a lack of sufficient oxygen, for the 
first and only time in His life, Jesus found 
Himself separated from His Father. Matthew 
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27:46 describes His anguish: “And about the 
ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, 
saying, ‘Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?’ that is, 
‘My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken 
me?’ ” This was the first time in His life, so far 
as Scripture records, that Jesus did not address 
God as His Father. Isaiah 59:2 informs us of 
that separation, and the reason that God had to 
turn His face from His sin-laden Son: “But your 
iniquities have separated between you and 
your God, and your sins have hid his face 
from you, so that he will not hear.”  

The second drink that Jesus was offered on 
the cross came after this plaintive cry. He 
accepted this potion, which consisted of wine 
vinegar, just moments before His death.  

After this Jesus, knowing that all things are 
now finished, that the scripture might be 
accomplished, saith, “I thirst.” There was set 
there a vessel full of vinegar: so they put a 
sponge full of the vinegar upon hyssop, and 
brought it to his mouth. When Jesus therefore 
had received the vinegar, he said, “It is 
finished”: and he bowed his head, and gave up 
his spirit (John 19:28).  

Interestingly, this drink was delivered using 
the stalk of a hyssop plant. Recall that the 
crucifixion took place around the Feast of the 
Passover. In describing the Passover Lamb in 
Exodus 12:22-23, Moses told the children of 
Israel to “take a bunch of hyssop, dip it in the 
blood that is in the basin, and touch the 
lintel and the two doorposts with the blood 
in the basin. None of you shall go outside 
the door of your house until morning.” It is 
worth mentioning that at Christ’s crucifixion, this 
hyssop stalk pointed to the blood of the Perfect 
Lamb, which was shed for the salvation of all 
mankind.  

Piercing Christ’s Side 

While death on the cross may have been 
caused by any number of factors, and likely 
would have varied with each individual case, the 
two seemingly most prominent causes of death 
probably were hypovolemic shock and 
exhaustion asphyxia (DePasquale, 1963; Davis, 
1965). Others have proposed dehydration, 
cardiac arrhythmia, and congestive heart failure 
with the rapid accumulation of pericardial and 

pleural effusions as possible contributing factors 
(Lumpkin 1978; Clements, 1992, pp. 108-109;). 
The ability of Christ to cry out with a loud voice 
indicates that asphyxia was probably not the 
major causative factor.  

The finality of death upon the cross often was 
accomplished by the breaking of the legs of the 
victims, which caused still more traumatic shock 
and prevented an individual from pushing up in 
order to fully respire. In an effort to get the 
bodies off the crosses before the Sabbath day, 
the soldiers therefore came, and brake the 
legs of the first, and of the other that was 
crucified with him: but when they came to 
Jesus, and saw that he was dead already, 
they brake not his legs: howbeit one of the 
soldiers with a spear pierced his side, and 
straightway there came out blood and water 
(John 19:32-34). 

Much speculation has centered on the exact 
location of the puncture wound and thus the 
source of the resulting blood and water. 
However, the Greek word (pleura) that John 
used clearly denotes the area of the intercoastal 
ribs that cover the lungs (Netter, 1994, p. 184). 
Given the upward angle of the spear, and the 
thoracic location of the wound, abdominal 
organs can be ruled out as having provided the 
blood and water.  

A more likely scenario would suggest that the 
piercing affected a lung (along with any built-up 
fluid), the pericardial sac surrounding the heart, 
the right atrium of the heart itself, the pulmonary 
vessels, and/or the aorta. Since John did not 
describe the specific side of the body on which 
the wound was inflicted, we can only speculate 
about which structures might have been 
impaled by such a vicious act. However, the 
blood could have resulted from the heart, the 
aorta, or any of the pulmonary vessels. Water 
probably was provided by pleural or pericardial 
fluids (that surround the lungs and heart).  

CONCLUSION 

It is with both medical and biblical certainty 
that we know Christ died upon the cross at 
Calvary. He was laid in a tomb with nail wounds 
in His hands and feet, and still possessed those 
scars following His resurrection. The extreme 
physical insults to Christ’s body left Him ragged, 
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torn, bleeding, and tormented with pain. Yet He 
endured willingly all the agony and torment of 
the cross for each one of us. As Paul wrote:  

For He Himself is our peace, who has made 
both one, and has broken down the middle wall 
of separation, having abolished in His flesh the 
enmity, that is, the law of commandments 
contained in ordinances, so as to create in 
Himself one new man from the two, thus making 
peace, and that He might reconcile them both to 
God in one body through the cross, thereby 
putting to death the enmity (Ephesians 2:14-16). 

We would do well to heed the advice of the 
writer of the book of Hebrews, who said:  

Let us lay aside every weight, and the sin 
which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with 
endurance the race that is set before us, looking 
unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, 
who for the joy that was set before Him endured 
the cross, despising the shame, and has sat 
down at the right hand of the throne of God 
(12:2).  

Oh, the overwhelming love that God showed 
each one of us when He allowed His only 
begotten Son to suffer that excruciating (Latin, 
excruciates, or “out of the cross”) pain and 
agony—for our sake!  
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translate them into Thai and Lahu. It is therefore 
essential that the students be able to see the 
white area on which we project the outlines of 
all our studies. 

Last year we had a top attendance of a little 
over 50 with an average of about 40. Even if we 
only sustain that average, we need a larger, 
better-arranged classroom than we have now. 
We already have 53 registered and more are 
registering.  We expect about 60 students this 
year. This will require more classroom space 
and one more student house. 

A while ago, after conferring with Bro. Bill 
Lee, I drew a sketch of a floor plan of what we 
thought was the minimal building we need for 
this next year. Later we will need to add a 
second classroom. I sent this sketch to Bro. 
Anond, who, as most of our readers know is a 
licensed architect, and asked him to design a 
building and give me an estimate of what it will 
cost to build the building. On page six (6) you 
can see a sketch of the front of the building and 
on page seven (7) there is a floor plan.  

To build this of more durable materials 
(concrete blocks and steel roof structure with tile 
roofing material) will cost just under $ 35,000. 
We need to raise this amount, if at all possible, 

by October 15, 2004, so that construction can 
start shortly after I arrive in Thailand for the next 
school term. A temporary building could be 
constructed (bamboo walls and leaf roof) for 
about half that price but we believe that the best 
stewardship of the Lord’s money would be to 
construct the more permanent building in the 
beginning.   

One church, as soon as they heard of our 
plans, voted to give $1,500 toward this project 
and one individual has already sent $300 for the 
new building. We are praying that others will join 
this effort and help us to raise the $35,000 as 
quickly as possible so that the building can be 
completed as quickly as possible. I hope that we 
will be able to move into it by January 1, 2005. 

At this time it also appears that we will have 
students from the countries of Laos and Burma. 
I believe these brethren from Laos and Burma 
will be of the Lahu tribes. This will open doors 
for our work to expand more into those 
countries as we teach the word to young 
preachers from there. The students from 
Thailand will be of the Pa Long, Lisu, and Lahu 
tribes. 

Those churches and individuals who feel they 
can support this endeavor should send their 
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Mae-Rim, Chiang Mai, Thailand 
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FLOOR PLAN OF PLANNED SCHOOL BUILDING FOR THE SOVEREIGN GRACE 
INDEPENDENT BAPTIST SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY 

Mae-Rim, Chiang Mai, Thailand 

communication with him almost daily. 
 

PRISON MINISTRY 

Bro. Anond preaches in five prisons each 
month. The Thai officials in charge of the 
prisons are mostly Buddhist but they like for our 
people to come and preach and teach in the 
prisons. One top official, who speaks English 
and is a Christian, told me last year when we 
went to lunch together after one of the prison 
services that those who attend our services 
have two characteristics. First, they rarely cause 
any problems in the prison. Second, they rarely 
get into trouble again. This is not true of the 
Buddhist prisoners. For these reasons, the 
prison officials like for our people to hold 
services as much as possible in the prisons. 

I should also point out that the prison ministry 

offerings to one of the two following addresses: 
 
Pilgrims Hope Baptist Church 
2065 Tompkins Lane 
Millington, TN 38053-5107 
 
Central Baptist Church 
PO Box 876 
Grenada, MS 38901 

Please indicate that these special offerings 
are for the school building. 
 

REPORT ON THE WORK IN GENERAL 
 

Things are going very well in the work in 
Thailand. Bro. Anond is working very diligently 
in the mission work, the prison ministry, and 
with the children’s home. I have some form of 
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benefits the churches. Several of the members 
of our churches were saved in prison and now 
serve in the churches. I know of two deacons in 
two of the churches who were saved in prison. 
When released they returned to their villages, 
presented themselves to the churches for 
baptism, and were baptized. Both of these men 
have been in their respective churches since I 
first went there in October, 2000, and remain 
faithful servants of the Lord. They are two of the 
most respected men in their churches. These 
are only two of a good number of men and 
some women who have been in prison and 
were saved. 

I wrote once before about Bro. Anond and I 
being in a church for the first time near the 
Burma border in extreme Northern Thailand. At 
the end of the service we were sitting around 
talking and two ladies spoke up and asked him 
if he remembered them. It turned out that both 
had been saved in the women’s prison in 
Chiang Mai in services when Bro. Anond 
preached. They had united with this church after 
baptism. This church was a Baptist church and 
is now working with the group of churches that 
Bro. Anond has been instrumental in starting or 
setting in doctrinal and gospel order. The man 
who was pastor when we went there is from 
Burma originally and has connections with 
churches that descend from the Baptists that 
were converted during Adoniram Judson’s 
mission work in Burma. In a recently published 
biography of Judson I read that his translation of 
the Scriptures is still the only translation in the 
Burmese language.  
 

HILL TRIBES CHILDREN’S CENTER 
 
We have sixty children in the Hill Tribes 

Children’s Center. Most of these are orphans. 
Others are from villages where they do not have 
access to a school and are brought to the center 
so that they can get an education. The children 
currently range in age from four years to 
nineteen years. Two have stayed on to go to 
college. They work at the center helping with the 
other children, especially on weekends. Pray for 
the officials and others who work faithfully to 
care for these children.  

THE CHURCHES 
 

The churches continue to grow in faith and 
doctrine as well as in membership. The church 
in Pa Koe is really increasing in number. They 
are close to the border of Burma and, due to 
greater freedom in Thailand, people continue to 
migrate into that area of the country. You can 
stand on the hill where the village and church 
are located and see the Burmese-Thailand 
border. When Bro. Lee was recently in Thailand 
he tells me that the house was filled for the 
services at Pa Koe. Not all the churches are 
growing as rapidly as the one in Pa Koe but all 
are doing well and experiencing growth. A small 
number of the churches are still meeting in 
homes but most have land on which to build if 
they have not already built a building.  

INTERIOR OF PA SAK'S NEW BUILDING 
 

The church at Plang Hok was enlarging their 
building when I left there in February. They too 
were filling their building on a regular basis. Of 
course, the first church started, Pa Sak, 
completed their building while I was there this 
past winter and it was my privilege to preach 
their dedicatory message.  

 

MEDICINE 
 
Bro. Anond continues to take medicine to the 

various churches. Some of them are located a 
long distance from a hospital or doctor and this 
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is the only medical treatment they receive 
unless they get very ill and he, or another, takes 
them to a hospital. I am sure that the lives of 
many of our people are made easier because of 
the medicine. 

Please keep Bro. Anond, the pastors and 
churches in Northern Thailand in your prayers. 

I would appreciate any information you could 
give to me on this matter. 
 
[EDITOR’S NOTE: I responded to this lady and 
sent her several articles on the virgin birth, 
absolute deity, and impeccable humanity of 
Jesus Christ. Here is her first response: 
Dear Pastor Camp, 

Greetings from Ireland. I want to thank you 
for writing back to me so quickly.  

I would like to share that I am a missionary in 
County Tipperary, Ireland. It is very interesting 
to find that you have served 13 ½ years in the 
mission field. (I actually said I had served as 
President of IMBI 13 ½ years).  

My husband and I also have a Christian 
heritage. We are originally from Southern 
California and moved to Ireland 9 months ago. 
We received our calling from the Lord to serve 
the Irish people in August of 2002. We both 
have been Christians for over 10 years. We 
have three small children with us. 

We are ministering the Love of Christ to the 
local Irish people as the Lord leads us to. We 
are also currently planting a church 
here with our emphasis on teaching the Word of 
God expositionally, through the power & gifts of 
the Holy Spirit.  

I have come across one lady in town who is 
having a hard time believing Christ was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit. I believe she wants 
proof of it. I am glad to hear that you were 
provided with proof from medical personnel. I 
will be contacting my local doctor or a medical 
firm to obtain some kind of documentation and 
or article from them. I believe this would help my 
friend to understand it from a medical viewpoint.  

I also want to thank you for the articles you 
sent me. I will read them. 

It is a pleasure meeting you pastor. We 
would welcome anything you would like to share 
with us about your experiences and or expertise 
on missions. 

May our Lord Jesus Christ bless you, Pastor 
Camp! 
 
PENNSYLVANIA: Are your articles on promise 
keepers available in a printed book/booklet? 
 
WWW: I have been concerned lately about my 

STUDENTS IN FRONT OF PA SAK'S NEW  BUILDING 

Bouquets and BrickbatsBouquets and BrickbatsBouquets and BrickbatsBouquets and Brickbats    
TEXAS: I received your April 1, 2004 GP&P 
Tuesday. I appreciate your article on the 
homosexual issue. Thanks for standing up and 
speaking up. How long can our nation survive 
as we see it legalize homosexuality?  
 
IRELAND: I was researching on the internet 
about Christ's blood. I came across one of your 
note pages on this issue. 

I was wondering if you could tell me more 
about yourself and how you came across this 
information, if you would please. 

I recently had a friend inform me that she had 
a hard time believing that Christ has his own 
blood and that he was born through the power 
of the Holy Spirit. I informed her that when a 
baby is in the womb, the baby does not derive 
it's blood from the mother. I told her that I would 
research this information to be sure. When I had 
my first son, my Christian mid-wife told me that 
the baby's blood is not from mine. I believed her 
word. But now my friend does not believe this is 
true.  
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roommate because she has been gambling 
every other night with a few friends. She is a 
Christian and says it's okay cause they just 
recycle the money between themselves and do 
it cause they're bored. But I have felt uneasy 
about it. Your internet sermon about gambling 
really helped to clarify my feelings. I will 
continue to pray that God convict her heart and 
will try to council her with the wisdom you 
provided. If you have any more advice, please 
let me know. 
 

WWW: I am priveledged to read your articles 
and also thankful for them. I was wondering if 
you use KJ only for your Bible? Also are you a 
"Calvanist"? I'm not quite sure what the 
difference of a 5 point calvanist or a 7 point one 
is, I'm just asking because I visited a non-
denominational church that teached calvanism, 
they had no visitation program either.Personally, 
I believe I disagree with calvanism. I currently 
attend an Independent Fundamental Baptist 
Church.  

I was saved by the grace of God last Dec. 
and am thankful for the Lord Jesus, who paid 
my sin debt on Calvary. Enough about me 
though. May God bless you and the Church. 
 
WWW: Appreciated your study on the Blood of 
Christ and His Humanity. 

commanded to teach, to warn, and to 
encourage. So much are we like Ezekiel, that 
his commission will suit any gospel minister 
even of our day. Let us consider, 

 

I. THE MINISTER’S COMMISSION. 
 
Here is a scrap of ancient writing worthy of a 

place in the museum. It ought to be in every 
minister’s study. It is the ultimatum of the King 
of Heaven to us in our doubts as to our calling. 
It is our Emperor’s protocol to all His legions. It 
is the minister’s true ordination, a real 
installation, worth more than a thousand Papal 
bulls from Rome bearing the mark of the 
fisherman’s ring; yea, worth more than all the 
charters of universities, or the appointments of 
archbishops. notice, —  

1. The wording of this ancient commission. It 
is worded in the Court language of Heaven, and 
each letter is Divine. “Son of man.” 

Here is the title by which Ezekiel is 
addressed; — not Right Reverend, nor the Very 
Venerable; but he has given to him a graciously-
humbling title. Ezekiel is called “son of man” no 
less than ninety times. This is the name Jesus 
often took to Himself when He was on earth, 
and therefore it is a truly glorious one. The 
gracious and all-wise Father saw that too lofty 
an eminence might tempt Ezekiel to pride. He 
therefore styles him son of man, as much as to 
say, — “Your visions, rank, talents, and office, 
must not exalt you, for you are, after all, only 
man. You must not lean on sell:, for you are 
utter weakness, being only the ‘son of man.’ 
You must sympathize with each of your fellow-
creatures, and deal with him, not as if you were 
a prince, or a master, but as being, like him, a 
‘son of man.’” 
“I have made thee a watchman.” Here we 

read, on this ancient manuscript, a true account 
of the making of a minister. God alone can do it. 
Two things are absolutely requisite to make a 
man a preacher, viz., —  

(1.) Special gifts, — such as perception of 
truth, simplicity, aptness to impart instruction, 
some degree of eloquence, and intense 
earnestness.  

(2.) Special call. Every man who is rightly in 
the ministry must have been moved thereto of 

THE MINISTER’S TRUE 
ORDINATION 

[From C. H. Spurgeon's Autobiography, 

Volume 1, Chapter 31] 

By C. H. SpurgeonBy C. H. SpurgeonBy C. H. SpurgeonBy C. H. Spurgeon    
 

“Son of man, I have made thee a watchman 
unto the house of Israel’ therefore hear the 
word at My mouth, and give them warning 
from Me.” — Ezekiel 3:17. 

The office of a gospel minister in some 
respects resembles that of the ancient prophets. 
Though we cannot, like Elisha, raise the dead; 
nor, like Isaiah, pour forth eloquent predictions; 
nor, as Ezekiel, foretell certain coming and 
immediate judgments; yet, like them, we are 
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the Holy Ghost. He must feel an irresistible 
desire to spend his whole life in his Master’s 
cause. No college, no bishop, no human 
ordination, can make a man a minister; but he 
who can feel, as did Bunyan, Whitefield, 
Berridge, or Rowland Hill, the strugglings of an 
impassioned longing to win the souls of men, 
may hear in the air the voice of God saying, 
“Son of man, I have made thee a watchman.” 
“Unto the house of Israel.” Ezekiel’s was a 

limited commission; but ours is not, it is as wide 
as the earth, and as long as time. The world is 
our parish. We are not ordered to cast the net 
alone in the pools of Heshbon, or the streams of 
Jordan, or the Lake of Gennesaret; but we may 
cover all seas and rivers with the gospel fishing-
boats, — the navy of Jesus. Yet, still, it is for the 
sake of the true Israel that we go. 
“Therefore hear the word at My mouth.” 

The ancient seers spoke not at random; but 
they declared what they had been taught of 
God. Sometimes, in dreams, they heard 
Heaven’s message; sometimes, by a. voice 
from on high; but, most commonly, by vision, did 
the Word of the Lord come unto them. The soul, 
inspired by God, seems at times to leave the 
body, and that narrow tube of vision which we 
call eyesight, and, with its own eagle eye, to 
pierce the thick cloud, and to mount into that 
remote region which the ordinary eye cannot 
see. 

The prophets heard the spoken Word, but we 
have the written Word; and this we must 
devoutly read. It becomes a minister diligently to 
study the Scriptures, with all the assistance he 
can gain from holy men who have gone before, 
but chiefly from the most excellent of all 
instructors, the true Interpreter, the Holy Ghost. 

“And give them warning from Me.” There 
are other duties; but as this is the most arduous, 
it is specially mentioned. We are to warn the 
Christian if he is found backsliding, or sinning; 
and to warn the sinner of the consequences of 
his sin. of the strict justice of God, and of the 
tearful hell in which the ungodly shall suffer. 

2. The high office conferred by this 
commission. It is that of “watchman.” Every 
soldier of the Cross is bound to watch; but the 
minister is in a double sense a watchman. He is 
so called because — 

(1) The ministry requires great vigilance. We 
must not sleep: we must watch against false 
doctrine and false brethren; we must be ready 
to help benighted travelers, and to give alarm to 
any who may be in danger. The true minister is 
to sit like the shepherd in the wilderness by 
night, or like the whisper-hearing sentinel. 

(2.) The ministry involves toil and trouble. 
Few think of the watchman who tramps by their 
door. Hark! there is a scuffle, a fight! Who is 
sure to be in it? The watchman. How the wind 
blows! The snow must be a foot deep; pray put 
list on the doors, and stir the fire. Surely no one 
is out of doors to-night, — except the 
watchman! His bare face is cut by the driving 
sleet, his fingers are numbed with the cold, his 
eye-lids are almost frozen.  

“Well, well,” someone says, “never mind 
about the watchman and his trials; that’s his 
work, and he is used to it.” Some of you come 
here, and sit, and smile, and enjoy the sermon; 
but there are some who criticize, and find fault, 
and slander, and calumniate. The minister must 
bear it all, for he is the watchman. He had need 
be a very tough veteran, who has swallowed 
many “Nor-westers” and I know not what to fit 
him for the task he has in hand. 

(3.) The ministry should be arousing. If there 
be a fire, or a thief, or a door or shutter 
unfastened, the watchman must not spare, but 
cry aloud. We must cry out with all our might, — 
not being afraid to disturb, or alarm, or hurt the 
feelings of the sleepers. We may as well be 
asleep as be mumblers, or speak in such a way 
that none can really make Out what we mean; 
we must preach the truth in plain, blunt, honest 
language which none can mistake. Every man, 
who labors in Word and Doctrine, should ponder 
over this commission, and wear it next his heart, 
and on his brow. It is to be feared that many, 
who profess to preach the gospel, are not alive 
to a sense of their position; but, having the next 
presentation to a living, or having purchased a 
benefice, they rush in where angels if. like them, 
uncalled, would tear to venture. 

 
II. THE MINISTER’S RESPONSIBILITY. 
 

The watchman holds a responsible office. If 
the sentinel, by sleeping, causes the death of a 
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PLANNING TO MOVE? If at all possible, please notify 

us three weeks in advance of your change of address so that 

we may keep your paper coming. It costs us 70 cents to get 

your new address from the Postal Service and that may take 

long enough that two papers are returned at a cost of $1.40 

before we get the correction. This will mean  you miss one or 

two papers. Your help in saving us this expense will be 

appreciated. 

Ninth Annual Bible Conference 

Bethel Baptist Church 
2424 Ridgecrest Dr. 
Choctaw, OK  73020 

October 14-16, 2004 
SPEAKERS 

Daniel Chamberlin, Jack Duplechain, Roger Dohrer, 
Laurence Justice, Forrest Keener, Dean Robinson, 

J. C. Settlemoir 

Royce Smith, Pastor 
(405) 769-6551 

single person, he is a murderer. It the prisoner 
escapes from his charge, he shall be required to 
answer for his neglect. So, if the ungodly man is 
not warned, he shall suffer for his own guilt, but 
my unfaithfulness will lie as a crime on me. If 
the professing Christian falls, his fall is his own; 
but if I have not warned him, [ also am guilty. It I 
do not utter the whole truth, — the threatenings, 
the promises, and the invitations of God, — I 
shall be a sleeping sentinel, a careless captain, 
a negligent railway guard, and I shall be the 
slaughterer of my fellow creatures, Or if, to the 
professor, I give wine instead of medicine, a 
plaster instead of a lancet, or a stone for bread, 
— I shall be a guilty wretch, and God help me, 

NEW TESTAMENT BAPTIST CHURCH 
900 East (1 ½ miles south of 136) 

BROWNSBURG, INDIANA 
5075 Sandy Court 
Pittsboro, IN 46167 

August 9-12, 2004 

Speaker: Elder Dan Cozart of Tyler, Texas  

Friday September 10—7:30 PM 
Saturday September 11—10:00 AM 
Sunday September 12—10:00 AM 

Pastor: J. C. Settlemoir 

317-892-4097 
The church will serve the noon meal Saturday and 
Sunday. 
If we have available speakers on Saturday and 
Sunday we will have others preach as time allows. 
We have no evening services on Saturday or 
Sunday and we usually conclude the afternoon 
services by 3:30 PM. 

then, for no one more requires help than an 
unfaithful minister! 

III. THE MINISTER’S COMFORT. 

1. The Lord’s call to the office: “Son of man, 
I have made thee a watchman.” 

2. The promises peculiar to that call, for 
every call from God hath the strength to 
perform it enclosed within itself. 

3. The blessed brow-hardening Spirit, who 
makes us despise alike the frown or the smile 
of man, and thus keeps us from unfaithfulness. 

4. The fact that success is not required of 
us, — but faithfulness. O my Father, keep me 
clear of the blood of all men! Amen. 


